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SciVal PIE Partnership
The Libraries in consultation with colleagues in Planning and
Institutional Effectiveness (PIE) subscribed to SciVal, a
web-based tool and database that provides access to the
research performance of over 20,000 research institutions
and their associated researchers from 230 nations
worldwide. SciVal allows researchers to visualize research performance, benchmark relative to
peers, develop strategic partnerships, identify and analyze new, emerging research trends, and
create uniquely tailored reports. SciVal can be accessed from the library database A-Z list, with
a link to the SciVal - Vanderbilt User Access Guide for instruction on creating the required user
account. Training on the use of the tool and consultations are available.

WikiCite: Digital Scholarship and
Communications Office leads in the creation
of structured data for scholarly research
We are all familiar with the immense, freely accessible, and
community-supported encyclopedia, Wikipedia. Alongside
Wikipedia, and its Wikimedia sister-projects, is an even more immense open knowledge base
of structured human and machine-readable data called Wikidata. Wikidata has substantial
positive implications for how the scholarly community and information professionals can share
research outputs, analyze publication trends and unearth collaborative networks at scale. The
Libraries are leading national efforts to expand Wikidata while bolstering the accessibility of
Vanderbilt research outputs in the process.
Steve Baskauf developed VanderBot, a script that scrapes existing sources of open data online,
structures them, then uploads them to Wikidata. Most notably, VanderBot elevated the profile of
the Vanderbilt Fine Arts Gallery by creating items in Wikidata for all of its nearly 7,000 works.
Moreover, Vanderbot structured data for several thousand Vanderbilt researchers and their
publications. Baskauf received international attention for his work in this field and leads trainings
for information professionals interested in replicating this work at their institutions. An early
presentation on this topic was delivered at a North American Conference on linked data, with
the final product to be completed in the near term.
The Libraries are rapidly developing an international profile in the emerging field of structured
data and we welcome future collaborations within the Vanderbilt community. Contact
disc@vanderbilt.edu for more information.

New York Times & Wall Street Journal
subscriptions
It may be time to re-authenticate your digital newspaper
subscriptions to NYTimes and/or WSJ. With these
individual newspaper subscriptions, you can access
exclusive online content, as well as iPhone and Android
apps to access the newspapers. Links to these are available from the News Desk panel on the
Libraries' website home page, along with a link to more news resources.

Collections & Acquisitions
Demystifying Library Resources &
Expenditures: Faculty Discussion Series
A series of discussions about key library collection issues
that impact research and study at Vanderbilt were conducted
this spring. These recordings are available online.
Recorded sessions include:
1. Understanding Library Subscriptions and their Impact

on the Collections Budget*
2. Providing Scholarly Resources to the Vanderbilt Community*
3. Explore Alternatives to Traditional Subscription-Based Access Models
4. Providing Broader Access to Library Resources – Embracing Creative Opportunities*
5. Text and Data Mining (TDM) Scholarly Resources – a Library Collections Perspective*
6. Collecting Distinctive Collections
*(VUnet ID and password required for access to the recording)

History of Medicine Collections
Visitors to the History of Medicine Collections are
often curious about how we acquire our rare
books, manuscripts and medical artifacts. While
we’re able to purchase a few items every year, the
main source of our collections is from faculty and
alumni donations. Faculty and student interest also
shapes our collection policies, so that we can
meet research needs both in and out of the
classroom. Fortunately, interest in the history of
medicine at Vanderbilt only continues to grow. We expect initiatives at the School of Medicine,
such as VUMC’s Hidden Figures programs, the student-led History of Medicine and Surgery
Society, and the newly developed research track and history of medicine elective (cross-listed
with the College of Arts and Sciences) to further opportunities to grow our collections in new
and exciting ways. The COVID-19 pandemic has increased interest in past epidemics,
including the 1918 influenza, but it has also inspired students to meet the needs of future
researchers. For example, third-year medical student CeCe Cihang Gu is leading a COVID-19
oral history project, which will be archived at the History of Medicine Collections, and will be of
great interest to future historians of COVID-19. Learn more.

Distinctive Collections: New Aquisitions
Special Collections recently acquired the Dinah Shore
Collection (MSS.1020), documenting the life of Vanderbilt
graduate Dinah Shore, BA'38, a prolific singer, actress, and
talk show host widely popular throughout the 1940s-1980s.
Noteworthy items include Dinah Shore fan club newsletters,
publicity stills, photographs and scripts from Shore’s talk
shows, and original music recordings that will be housed in
the Music Library. This collection complements Vanderbilt’s
existing collections in music and the performing arts such
as those of Francis Robinson, Marshall Chapman, and
Louis Nicholas.
John Birks “Dizzy” Gillespie Collection. This new
acquisition is the inaugural collection of the collaboration between the National Museum of
African American Music and Vanderbilt University.
Freedom, a Fable: A Curious Interpretation of the Wit of a Negress in Troubled Time, an
illustrated short story by Kara Walker, is a bound volume of offset lithographs and five laser-cut,
pop-up silhouettes on wove paper. The book complements two Walker prints in the University
Art Gallery Collection and will be on display in Cohen Memorial Hall this fall in conjunction with
an upcoming exhibition at the Frist Art Center. Our thanks go to Professor Leonard Folgarait
and the Joseph L. May History of the Print Fund for making this important acquisition possible.
NEWLY ACCESSIBLE COLLECTIONS
The Mildred T. Stahlman Papers have been partially processed and are available for research,
including nearly 30 linear feet of personal and professional papers of the Vanderbilt
neonatologist.

Digital Scholarship
DiSC Education and Training
The Digital Scholarship and Communications (DiSC)
office received generous grant funds from Wikimedia and the
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation to develop training modules to help
information professionals start creating and editing items in
Wikidata. The multimodal learning objects leverage open-source technology to develop a
branching framework of practical lessons that teach users tools, techniques, and strategies for
overcoming challenges working with Wikidata. Want to get started? Contact
disc@vanderbilt.edu.

Teaching & Learning
Assignment Design
If your summer plans include revamping your course
projects, consider consulting with a librarian. Subject
librarians are available to collaborate with faculty in
designing research assignments that emphasize critical
thinking and effective research skills. In addition, the libraries offer a range of custom teaching
services.

Unity & American Democracy Workshops
In alliance with The Vanderbilt Project on Unity and
American Democracy, the libraries are pleased to offer a
suite of workshops that can be customized with coursework
to improve student information consumption habits and
instill responsible information sharing. Topics include map
literacy, critical thinking about data visualizations,
deepfakes, fact checking sources, protecting your privacy,
and more. Ask A Librarian to schedule a one-on-one
consultation or group presentation.

Skills Development Resources
Looking to develop new skillsets this summer? Are
students asking for advice on preparing for internships or
learning skills during the summer break? The library has
two subscription databases to utilize and recommend.
O’Reilly for Higher Education is a multimedia collection of
instruction materials focused on computer programming,
technology, and business transformation. It includes
thousands of ebooks, audiobooks, videos and case studies to help you engage with topics like
programming languages, project management, excel, graphic design, and leadership coaching.
O’Reilly recognizes different learning styles and provides users with many ways to learn the
same skills, including a mobile application to download content to read or view offline.
The library also subscribes to the Harvard Business Review Press Collection, a new ebook
package from HBR Press. It includes access to more than 600 e-books on a wide range of
topics, including using data to persuade, developing successful teams and partnerships,
managing communication, and more.
For questions about how to access or utilize these tools contact your library liaison.

Thanks for reading! We hope you find this information useful.
Please send comments, questions and suggestions to ace@vanderbilt.edu.
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