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January 20, 1942,

Chancellor Qliver g, Carmichael,
vanderbilt University,

Hashville, Tennessee.

Dear thancellor Carmichael:

We, the undersigned committes, representing
and speaking on behalt or the Barnard Astronomical Club of Vanderbilt
Universlty, wish to propose and urge that Vanderbilt's obgervatory
be deaicated to the memory of Edwara Emerson Harnard, 1ts first .
director, and become offlelally known ae the Barnard Observatory ot
vanaerbllt Unlverslity.,

Since the other builaings on the campus, with vary few exceptlons,
bear names which perpetuate the memory of warious ones identified
with the university's lire and growth, 1t seems proper that the
astronomical observatory be likewlse designeted.

Such deslgnation would, also, follow a custom which 18 usual with
universlty obesrvatories, as witness: Yerkes Obaservatory of the
Univereity ot Chlcago, the Leander MeCormack Observatory of the
Univerelty or Virginia, Flower Observatory ot the University ofr
Pennsylvania, et cetera.

It further seems peculiarly ritting that Vanderbilt's observavory

bear the name of Edward Emerson Barnard, natlve of Hashville and



alumnus of Vanderbilt. Born in poverty, Sarnard had attended scnool
ror only two monthe in his life betrore he was admitted to Vanderoiluy
28 a speeclal stucent in 1853, At the same time, he was appointed
agsistant to Chencellor Garland in practical astronomy and director
oT the observatory. During the four yeare he remzsined at Vanderbilt,
hle many discoveries of comete and nebulae brought both the newly
bullt observatory and the young sstronomer into nationsl notice.
Berore hie death in 1923, hie outstanding achievemente in almost
every rield or astronomy brought him world renown and the highest
honore that could be bestowed by learned selentifie bocdles in the
Uniteda Btates, ¢Frence, and Englamd,

In honering thls distingulshed son, Vanderbilt would aleo te
commemorating a momentous incident in her own history. Harnard came
to Vanderblilt at the invitatlon ot Bishop MeTyelre, who wisely
recognized his exceptional mental epility and was lopressed by his
bounaless energy and eagerness for knowledge. In short, Bishop MeTyelre
openea the way ror Barnard's 1llustrious career by making it poeeible
tor him to acquire the neceseary educational equipment he lacked,

Inasmuch g8 the observatory remsins practiecally unchanged since
Harngrd won hils rirst fame there, it 1s now Ireguently called the
Barnard Observatory.

Barnard 1s a name instantly known and greatly honored throughout
the sclentific world, Association with euch a name would give

Vanaerbllt's depertment or astronomy a prestige of real value &t this



partlioular time, when plans are alresdy underwsy for expansion of
the astronomy program and the resumption of serlous astronomical

ressarch,

neepectfully submitted,
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