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It’s much easier to find information about incumbents; much harder to find information about challengers.

[Candidate Assignment: Information on Both Incumbents and Challengers

DATABASES

Vanderbilt Library home page-> “Find Articles and Databases” (upper right) = “Top Databases”:

LexisNexis Academic, 1973-. (Database)
Best source for full-text newspaper articles. Use the ! (exclamation mark) to substitute for word endings. E-mail: articles.
Step1—-Us e Sedrch theé'News” (upper left).
Step2—Searchfor’ent er your candidate’s name
Step 3 —“By Source Type” box:p u | | down and choose “newspapers.
Step 4 —Click on “Go.”
Step 5 — Look at your results.
If you have too many articles you can narrow your search

Step6—ontheleft-hand col umn, click on the plus sign in front of
which your articles come. You could narrow the results by, for example, choosing a newspaper f r om your cand
state.

Proquest. (Database)
Provides citations and summaries of articles from over 4,000 publications, with many in full-text. Indexes a broad range of
social sciences publications, numerous general-interest magazines such as Time and Newsweek, and recent issues of
major newspapers. Use the * (asterisk ) to substitute for word endings. E-mail: articles.
Search. *candidate’s name+ and *state+ and *chamber: house
example: dewine and senate and ohio

Vanderbilt Library home page—> “Find Articles and Databases” (upper right) > “Need a database to find an article?”:

CQ Weekly (Database) - Best source for current developments on political issues and campaigns and on activities of all three
branches of government. Choose Archive "Search Articles" and use the * (asterisk) to substitute for word endings. More
information on incumbents rather than challengeers
Search: *candidate’s |l ast name+ and *state+ and *if necess
example: ford and tennessee

INTERNET

Project Vote Smart (http://votesmart.org/)
Biographies, campaign finances, issues positions, performance evaluations, and voting records for federal and state
el ections. Enter thHé&Eionandiodat Reprreametianivies” search b
name. You may have to scroll down for much of the information. For some candidates includes biographical Information,
voting records (incumbents), issue positions,
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interest group ratings, public statements, and campaign finances.

YouTube (http://www.youtube.com/)

Enter the name of your candidate i n tgfindpgolaidaladeandotharr ks ( f o
videos.

[Candidate Assignment: Information on Incumbents Only |

All three of these sources provide basic information about incumbents, including group ratings, key votes, election results, and
demographics:

Almanac of American Politics (AAP), 1972-. (Database; Latest in GOV REF JK 1012 .A44

Choose Browse by People: clickon®* i ni t i al |l etter of i ncumbehdames | ast na
| v ®oditics in America (PIA), 1982-. (Database; Latest in GOV REF JK 1010 .P64)

Choose Member Name/Index: click on *initial l etter of imameumbent’
CQ Press Congress Collection (Database)

Choose Members of Congress by Last Name: click on *initial |l etter of i ncurt

i ncumbent’s name.

LexisNexis Congressional, 1789-1969; 1970-. (Database)

Useful for House and Senate incumbents, but seldom for challengers. Use the ! (exclamation mark) to substitute for word

endings.

Congressional publications (main search) - text of prepared statements before Congressional hearings on proposed
legislation, an existing government program, or an event.
Basic Search: [candidate’ férst and last name]
example: Barbara boxer

Congressional Record -floor speeches of members of Congress.
Congressional Record Search: Restrict by speaker on the floor: *incu
example: boxer

Members and Committees-1 n c umb e nt ' s le paenpaigndimieces, anal voong riecord.
Members and Committees Search: * i ncumbent’'s | ast and first name+
example: boxer barbara

|[Product Assignment

Vanderbilt Library home page-> “Find Articles and Databases” (upper right) = “Search for Database by Name”

Business Source Premier. [Database]

Provides coverage to virtually all business subjects, including management, marketing, economics, finance, accounting,
and international business. Also includes product reviews. After entering the search for your produ c t , check the
Review” box before clicking on “search.”

Business and Industry: RDS Business Suite. [Database]
A broad-based business information database that includes coverage from over 900 trade and business publications
covering business events in over 190 countries around the world. Use the * (asterisk) to substitute for word endings.

Mintel Reports. [Database]
Offers market research reports focused on the consumer in the U.S., U.K., European, and some Asian markets. They cover
a variety of sectors such as: consumer goods, leisure and travel, personal finances, technology and electronics, retail,
clothing, and food, food service, and drink. Each report combines data & analysis of the competitive landscape, market-
share analysis and consumer profiles.
You have to register (for free) using a VU email to access this database. Once in, just type the shortest single keyword you
can in the top RIGHT corner (and very small) search box then search. Once you get the next page, on the left side a list of
mat ching reports will appear. Open a report and scan th

Also use Proquest. (The full entry is on the other side.)
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