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· Camtasia is a screen recorder software used for Screencasting
· Screencasting is defined as:  a digital recording of computer screen output, often containing audio narration.

· There are several free screen recorders, but the file sizes are large, and/or there are no post recording editing options. 

· There are other professional recorders as well, such as Adobe Captivate, but it is more expensive than Camtasia. 

· Sizer and SnagIt can be useful in conjunction with Camtasia. SnagIt is a Techsmith product that will capture part or all of your computer screen as a still image. Sizer lets you change the resolution of any application window.        http://www.brianapps.net/sizer.html
· To buy Camtasia Studio 4, first, download the trial version and then you can buy an activation code to eliminate the 30-day trial limit.      http://www.techsmith.com/camtasia.asp
	Pros
	Cons

	Extremely user-friendly
	Audio jumpiness during editing process

	Makes very clean recordings
	Advanced Closed-caption options not easily accessed

	Many recording size options 
	Narration during editing difficult

	Interfaces easily with PowerPoint
	Not many video transition effects

	Easy post-recording editing
	

	Wide variety of callout enhancements
	

	Audio enhancement options which allow for audio clean-up
	

	Many options for video production in different sizes and formats
	

	Capability of flash video output
	

	Small file sizes because of Flash files
	


Tips:

· Headsets – purchase comfortable headsets with adjustable microphone (Note – Price is not necessarily indicative of headset performance)
· To give the feeling of continuity between your tutorials, you will want to think about opening and closing greetings that everyone will use for the tutorials. This could include creating dummy pages that are used every time, or a page of links.
· Internet browsers that use tabbed browsing (Firefox, IE7) will help you move seamlessly between pages
· Don’t be afraid to use callouts to indicate things instead of using the mouse cursor
· Prepare a script first, based on how you would explain actions to a patron
· Conduct a run-thru rehearsal using the script but not recording your actions, and once satisfied and comfortable with the process, began your recording. 
Feel free to contact Eli Moody (eli.moody@vanderbilt.edu) at Peabody Library with any questions.

Links to things you might be interested in:

This is Peabody’s tutorials page 

http://www.library.vanderbilt.edu/peabody/tutorials/
This is a version of the Popular vs. Scholarly Periodicals tutorial that isn’t Vanderbilt specific

http://www.library.vanderbilt.edu/peabody/tutorials/testsite/scholarlyfree/index.html
This is where you can download versions of Camtasia Studio 4 and SnagIt

http://www.techsmith.com/download/trials.asp
This is where you can find an electronic copy of this handout, in case you want to copy and paste these links:

http://www.library.vanderbilt.edu/peabody/tutorials/handout
