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 Finding the Deep, Hidden, or Invisible Web

What is the Deep, Hidden, or Invisible Web?
This form of the Web consists of information that is hidden and not accessible 

through Web search engines. Invisible Web content includes data stored
in databases which require a subscription/ password or a search query, and 
            content found in some PDF files, Flash files, and other information resources. 

Why is does the Deep, Hidden or Invisible Web exist?

The two reasons this type of Web exists is due to (1) content located in
databases that require a password/login or the input of a search query that is not 
            accessible to search engines, and (2) HTML is the basic language of the Web; 
            therefore if a Web page has been created using non-HTML language, it will be 
            unreadable to search engines. 
Examples of the Deep, Hidden or Invisible Web:
· Databases which require a subscription or password, such as ERIC, 
      PsycInfo, and InfoTrac Expanded Academic ASAP.
· Dictionaries, e.g. Merriam-Webster.com.
· Web Stores, e.g. Amazon.com, Eddie Bauer.com
· Telephone directories, e.g. Switchboard.com
· Travel services, e.g. Expedia.com, Delta.com
            Resources for Finding Deep, Hidden or Invisible Web Content:
· Use subject directories, e.g. Yahoo.com
· Use specialized subject directories, e.g. Librarian’s Internet Index 
      (www.lii.org) or INFOMINE (http://infomine.ucr.edu)
· Use search engines, e.g. Google.com.
· Use CompletePlanet (www.completeplanet.com), the Deep Web directory which indexes 70,000+ searchable databases and specialty search engines.
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