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Copyright

Artistic or intellectual expressions:
literature, musical or dramatic
works, all forms of visual art

Ideas, slogans, titles, short

phrases, names

Work must be expressed in
concrete form: written, recorded,
illustrated, filmed, etc.

Right to reproduce, distribute,
publicly perform, or display the
work

When work is created in a fixed
form

Creator’s life + 70 years

Copyright Office,
Library of Congress

202-707-3000

http://www.loc.gov/copyright

Patent

Invention or discovery of a
process, machine, manufactured
item, or composition of matter

Ideas; inventions that are obvious
or only substitute a new material
or ingredient

Invention must be original and
useful; must actually exist and
work as described

Right to exclude others from
making, using, or selling the
invention

When patent is issued

20 years

Patent & Trademark Office,
Department of Commerce

800-786-9199

http://www.uspto.gov

Trademark

Symbol, logo, slogan, phrase, or
brand name that identifies a
product or service

Personal surnames, generic
terms, mere descriptions of the
product

Goods or services must be
marketed across state lines

Right to use the mark in
commerce and to exclude others
from doing so

From time of first commercial use

As long as mark is in use

Patent & Trademark Office,
Department of Commerce

800-786-9199

http://www.uspto.gov
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