Citing Music Materials in Papers and Assignments: A Quick Guide
As a music student, you will be writing research papers, analyses, and performance reviews that will require you to cite music materials in bibliographies and footnotes.  The citation method used for music is Chicago.  This Music Library owns several books that will teach you how to create citations according to Chicago.  They are:
The Chicago Manual of Style, 15th ed. Rev. Wayne C. Booth, et al. Chicago: University


of Chicago Press, 2003.



Call number: MUS, REF Z 253 .U69 2003





Also available online from the Music Library’s home page.

Hacker, Diana. The Bedford Handbook, 7th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2006.





Call number: MUS, REF PE 1408 .H277 2006

Turabian, Kate L. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th ed. 





Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007.
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Citing Sound Recordings:

When you are writing footnotes or compiling a bibliography, you should include the following information when citing a sound recording: 

• Name of the composer or performer, “depending on which is more relevant to your discussion.”


• Full title


• Recording company

• The recording identification number (usually located on the spine of a CD case or the surface of the disc)


• Medium (ex. CD, LP, etc.), and number of discs, when appropriate.


• Production or copyright date(s)

• If you are citing a recording with multiple discs, the total number of discs in the album. 

In the following sample citation, you are writing a paper about the Goldberg Variations.  Since you are not discussing this particular performance, your citation should look like this:

Bach, Johann Sebastian. Goldberg Variations, BWV 988. Brass arr. Arthur

  


Frackenpohl. Canadian Brass. BMG Music 09026-63610-2. CD. p1999. 

But, if you were writing a critique of the Canadian Brass’ performance of this piece, your citation would look like this: 

Canadian Brass. With Ronald Romm, Jens Lindemann, Christopher Cooper, Eugene 

Watts, and Charles Dallenbach. Goldberg Variations, BWV 988, by J.S. Bach. Brass arr. by Arthur Frackenpohl. BMG Music 09026-63610-2. CD. p1999.

Citing Scores:

You should follow the same format for citing musical scores as books,
 meaning you should include the following information:



• Composer



• Full title of the work



• Editor, arranger, librettist, etc.



• Place of publication, publisher, and date of publication.

Here is a sample citation for the score to The Magic Flute:
Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus. Die Zauberflöte: Eine deutsche Oper in zwei Aufzügen.
. Libretto by Emanuel Schikaneder. Vocal score based on the Urtext of the New Mozart Edition by Heinz Moehn. Basel: Bärenreiter Kassel, 1970.

The Bibliography vs. The Footnote – There Is a Difference!

A bibliography includes citations for all of the materials that you consulted for a research project or paper.  A bibliography is attached as the final page of a paper, and its citations appear in alphabetical order by author.  Citations for a bibliography follow a specific format.  All of the sample citations in this handout are formatted for a bibliography.

Footnotes are used to document specific information from a source that you use in your paper.  Footnotes are used to identify sources of quoted or paraphrased material, listing the exact source and page number where the material originally appears.  They are formatted differently from a bibliography, and appear at the bottom of the page.  You can see several examples of footnotes from the sources that I used to write this handout.  Below is a sample footnote for the same Magic Flute score used above:


1. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Die Zauberflöte: Eine deutsche Oper in zwei Augzügen, libretto by Emanuel Schikaneder, vocal score based on the Urtext of the New Mozart Edition by Heinz Moehn (Basel: Bärenreiter Kassel, 1970), 65.
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� Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th ed., revised by Wayne C. Booth et al. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007), 203.


�� The Chicago Manual of Style, 15th ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003), 724.


� It is appropriate to cite the names of individual performers or artists when you are writing a paper about a specific person or group’s interpretation of a piece of music.


� Turabian, 205.
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